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Connect with Council  
A Message from Councillor MacKinnon 

 

Here we are near the end of another summer! It has been a dry summer 
with many limitations but with the streets lined with Canadian flags it 
sure felt festive all summer long! Thank you to the Trenton Fire Dept. 

 

The Express Yourself Café was very busy with their daily operating hours along with 
Sunday markets and Thursday activities that were well attended. Thank you to Elisa and 
Tim for keeping our Main Street bustling with activity! 
 

We are thankful to have the asphalt patching and street paving already wrapped up 
with four streets paved throughout our Town this year. 
 

The new recreation spaces on Main Street look great with the pickleball/multisport 
courts nearing completion and Pictou County Sports Hall of Fame progressing nicely. 

The new skatepark had a grand opening during Trenton FunFest. All of these spaces will 
be fantastic additions to our Town. 
 

With September here, there will be increasing activity with Council, the hiring of a new 
Chief Administrative Officer (CAO), and creating a new strategic plan for the Town. We 
will also be looking at revitalizing the Friends of Trenton Park Society, a great volunteer 
group that has held many events over the years and assisted with improvements at 
Trenton Park. The group will soon have a meeting for the public to come and join, to 
feel part of your community, to be a way of growth. This is a great way to volunteer 
and have a voice! 
 

We are still eagerly awaiting an announcement from the Province about the new P-8 
school in Trenton and look forward to hearing more details soon. School is almost back 
in session so please be mindful of the increase of traffic and children on the go.             
Wishing all the Trenton students, teachers and school staff a fantastic school year! 

September 2025 Meetings 
Town Council - September 9 & Committee of the Whole - September 29* 

Town meetings begin at 6:00pm in Council Chambers (upstairs at Town Hall). 
* Note: Sept. COW meeting moved from Tuesday to Monday due to holiday. 

Stephanie MacKinnon 
Councillor, Town of Trenton 

Back to School Safety - School Zone Speed 
 

School zones can be unpredictable places. Children are often                        
distracted and may forget to watch for cars. By reducing your speed 
you'll have more time to react to the unexpected and avoid a                     
dangerous incident. Slower is safer. To help make school zones safer, 

the speed limit is 30 km/h in areas where the approaching limit is 50 km/h, when 
children are present. Slow down, watch for students and obey the crossing guards! 
 

School Safety Tips 
 

For Students (Pedestrians & Cyclists):  
 Establish a safe route: Plan the safest route to school and practice it. 
 Walk or cycle with a friend: Walking in groups is safer than walking alone.  
 Be visible: Wear bright or reflective clothing, especially in low-light conditions.  
 Stay alert: Avoid distractions like phones and headphones while walking/cycling.  
 Cross safely: Use crosswalks, obey crossing guards, and look both ways before 

crossing the street. Make eye contact with drivers before entering the crosswalk.   
 Avoid shortcuts: Stick to the planned route and avoid unfamiliar areas. 
 Stranger danger: Teach children to never talk to strangers, accept anything from 

them, or go anywhere with them.  
 Report suspicious activity: If you’re approached by a stranger or witness any          

suspicious activity, tell a trusted adult (parent, teacher, etc.) right away.  
 

For Drivers: 
 Obey school zone speed limits: Be extra cautious and slow down in school zones.  
 Stop for school buses: Never pass a school bus when its red lights are flashing! 
 Be aware of children: Children can be unpredictable, so be extra vigilant and 

watch for them crossing the street or running near buses.  
 Avoid distracted driving: Put away your phone and avoid other distractions while 

driving. 
 Park safely: Park away from the school and walk your child onto school property if 

possible.  
 Follow school drop-off procedures: Adhere to the designated drop-off and pick-up 

areas. Be aware of any “No Parking” signage in the area. 
 Be patient: Traffic can be heavy during school drop-off and pick-up times, so be 

patient and allow extra time. 

Holiday Office Closures ~ September 2025 
 

The Trenton Admin. Office (120 Main St.) will be CLOSED on the following days: 
 

Labour Day - Monday, September 01, 2025 
National Day for Truth & Reconciliation - Tuesday, September 30, 2025  

 

The office will reopen for public office hours (9:00am to 4:00pm) 
on the weekday immediately following each holiday. 

Council Meeting Live Streaming 
 

The regular meeting of Council, held the second Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 6:00pm (year-round) can be viewed online. The 
Live Streaming service will be available for residents by visiting the 
Town’s YouTube Channel at https://www.youtube.com/@TownofTrentonNS or by 
searching @TownofTrentonNS on YouTube – it should be the top result for that 
search. You can also scan the QR code shown above and it will take you to the              
channel if you focus your phones camera on it. 
 

Please be aware that residents will not be able to comment or ask questions during 
the live streaming. If you have any questions following the meeting, please reach out 
to Council by email at mayorandcouncil@trenton.ca or contact Town Hall during  
public office hours: Monday to Friday - 9:00am to 4:00pm at 902-752-5311. 

Property Taxes 
 

The Town of Trenton invoices property tax bills to all property owners twice each 
year. The tax year covers the fiscal period of April 1st to March 31st. The final tax 
bill will be sent out by mail in early September, due October 31. The final tax bill is 
calculated using the current year’s assessment with the current year’s rates, less 
the amount you already paid from the interim bill.  
 

Payment Options 
 In-person at Town Hall (120 Main St) during public office hours: Monday to 

Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm (excluding holidays) 
 Online Banking - Use your Municipal Account Number found on your tax bill 

for online banking. The 8 digit account number needed will be numbers only 
(12345678) unlike your customer code which has letters & numbers 
(ABCDE001) - do not use the customer code for online banking. 

 Mailed Cheques - Cheques can be made out to "Town of Trenton" and mailed 
to: Town of Trenton, P.O. Box 328, Trenton, NS B0K 1X0 

 Local Bank Branch - Bring your tax bill to your local bank branch for payment,  
2-3 business days (Monday-Friday) before due date to avoid interest charges.  

 Monthly Payments - You choose how much your want withdrawn monthly. To 
set up direct payments, you will need a void cheque or automatic withdrawal 
form from your banking institution. For more information, contact Town Hall. 

 

Late Payments 
 Interest charges - The total amounts billed must be paid by the due date to 

avoid interest charges. Interest will accumulate at 1.25% per month (at the 
first of each month) to all outstanding taxes following the due date.  

 Online payments may take 2-3 business days (Monday-Friday) to be processed 
by your bank. For this reason, payments DO NOT reach the Town on the same 
day the payment is made. For example, payments made late Saturday or on 
Sunday are not likely to be received by the Town until at least Monday, if not 
later. Banking institutions are closed on many holidays which will also affect 
their processing time. Please take this into consideration as interest may be 
charged if the payment has not reached the Town by the billing due date.  

 Cheques mailed to the Town are processed when they are received. This 
means the cheque date is not considered the actual payment date. Please 
take this into consideration when mailing payments by cheque. To ensure 
payments are received in a timely manner, consider post-dating your cheque 
and mailing it early to be received by the Town prior to the billing due date. 

 

Need help understanding your property tax bill? If you have any questions, please 
call Town Hall at 902-752-5311. There are also two “Understanding Your Tax Bill” 
documents to help residential property owners understand their tax bills on the 
Town’s website at: https://town.trenton.ns.ca/property-taxes.html 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Pictou County 
 

In-School Mentoring Program - Make a Difference in Just One Hour a Week! 
Spend just one hour a week during the school year building a friendship with a 
child who could use a positive role model. Whether you play games, do crafts, or 
just chat, your time and support can make a world of difference! No special skills 
required—just a big heart! Interested in volunteering? Please reach out to 
BBBSofPC by phone: 902-752-6260 or email: bigbrothers@bellaliant.com 



www.trenton.ca              @TrentonNS               @trentonns               902-752-5311 

Trenton Parks & Recreation 
 

The Trenton Parks & Recreation office is currently  
located at Trenton Park (119 Park Road). Public 
Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 8:00am to 4:00pm. 
 

Parks & Rec Office Relocation 
The office will relocate to the Trenton Minor Sports Community Centre (75 Park Road) 
for the fall/winter season in late September. Trenton Rink phone # 902-752-2382. 
 

Trenton Park Splashpad Closure: 
Due to necessary work scheduled by the Water Utility, the Trenton Park Splash Pad 
must end the 2025 season earlier than expected on September 2nd. The final day for 
the splash pad will be Monday, September 1st. Thank you to everyone who came out 
to enjoy the splash pad this year. We look forward to having you back next summer! 
 

Recreation Programming 
Follow Trenton Parks & Recreation on social media (see above) for updated events, 
activities and programming for the upcoming fall and winter seasons. 

902-752-1019      

Recreation@trenton.ca 

@TrentonParksAndRecreation                

@trentonparksandrecreation 

 
 
 

  
 

Intense rainfall events combined with aging municipal infrastructure, increased 
urbanization and a lack of flood protection measures at the household level have 
resulted in losses in billions of dollars for Canada’s insurance companies,                        
governments, homeowners, landlords and tenants over the past decade. The              
Intact Centre has developed a list of top actions Canadians can take around their 
home to reduce their flood risk.  

 

STEP 1: Maintain what you’ve got at least twice per year 
Do-it-yourself - $0 
 Remove debris from nearest storm drain or ditch and culvert. 
 Clean out eaves troughs. 
 Check for leaks in plumbing, fixtures and appliances. 
 Test your sump pump. 
 Clean out your backwater valve. 
 

STEP 2: Complete Simple Upgrades 
Do-it-yourself - Under $250 (estimate) 
 Install window well covers (where fire escape requirements permit). 
 Extend downspouts and sump discharge pipes at least 2m from foundation. 
 Store valuables and hazardous materials in watertight containers and secure 

fuel tanks. 
 Remove obstructions to floor drain. 
 Install and maintain flood alarm. 
 

STEP 3: Complete More Complex Upgrades 
Work with a contractor - Over $250 (estimate) 
 Install window wells that sit 10-15 cm above ground and upgrade to water         

resistant windows. 
 Disconnect downspouts, cap foundation drains and extend downspouts to  

direct water at least 2 m from foundation. 
 Correct grading to direct water at least 2m away from foundation. 
 Install backwater valve. 
 Install backup sump pump and battery. 
 

Information Provided by Intact Centre on Climate Adaption and the Nova Scotia 
Federation of Municipalities. For additional resources, visit www.intactcentre.ca. 
 

In the event of a flood or sewer backup, you should first contact your plumber and 
insurance company, then report the issue to Public Works at 902-752-6907. 

Emergency & Disaster Preparedness 
 

Emergencies can happen anytime, anywhere. Learn what to do before, during 
and after an emergency with Nova Scotia Emergency Management Office (EMO)              
resources available online at: https://novascotia.ca/emergencyeducation 
 

Now is a good time to start preparing for hurricane season. Be prepared for at 
least 72 hours without power or running water. Trim trees before a storm to 
reduce the danger of damage to your home and vehicle.  

Noise Control By-law No.2024-01 
 

The Town would like to remind residents about the Noise Control By-law. If any 
noise disturbs the peace and interferes with another person’s enjoyment of their 
home or property, that is a violation of the Noise Control by-law regardless of 
the time of day. See the full by-law for prohibitions and exemptions.  
 

Please Note: disturbances of incessant dog barking are prohibited under the 
Town’s Dog Control by-law No.20. 
 

If you have a concern, consider speaking with those responsible for making the 
noise to give them an opportunity to correct the issue. 
 

If the noise continues, please reach out to the New Glasgow Regional Police Non-
emergency Line at 902-752-1941 to make a noise complaint.  
 

The full Noise Control By-law No.2024-01 can be found at Town Hall during            
public office hours or on the Town’s website under Government > By-laws.  

September 15-21, 2025 
 

Formerly Rail Safety Week / Operation Lifesaver 
Distractions on the road can make you four times more likely 
to have a collision which involves an injury. Think something 
like this could never happen to you? Read the following         
descriptions of distracted driving around trains and tracks.  

 

Can you spot which ones really happened and which are made up?  
 

 A driver is singing along to music. A train just cleared a crossing ahead as the 
driver approaches. The car begins to cross and is struck by a train coming from 
the other direction. The driver couldn’t hear the approaching train’s horn. 

 A driver turns around to say something to a passenger in the backseat and 
doesn’t see the crossbuck marking a railroad crossing or the oncoming train, 
and drives in front of the train. 

 A texting driver rear-ends a school bus that has come to a complete stop at a 
railroad crossing. 

 A distracted driver drives their car through lowered gates, breaking them, and 
collides with the side of a passing train—literally driving into a train. 

 A teen decides a train track would be a great place to take a selfie, and is so 
focused on getting a great shot that the approaching train was never noticed.  

 

All of these things actually happened. Some of the most dangerous distractions 
while driving are everyday things that are such a regular part of our non-driving 
lives, that you may not even realize how dangerous they can be while driving. 
 

Safety advice for walking near railroad tracks: 
 The only legal and safe place to cross tracks is at designated public crossings. 
 Walking on or beside railroad tracks is illegal. 
 Stay off railroad bridges and trestles.  
 Always expect a train. 

Water Utility Notice 
 

Cloudy or Discolored Water  
Have you ever turned on your cold-water faucets and experienced cloudy or                   
discolored water? This can be caused by many factors but in most cases, it may be as 
simple as your service line coming into your residence being dirty. Low flow shower 
heads, and faucets, as well as smaller water lines supplying these fixtures are all          
designed to conserve water, they also result in slowing the water velocity coming 
through your service line. The slower velocity of the water does not allow the  water 
to scour the pipes on a regular basis causing a buildup on the interior of the pipes.                    
This is the same principle that results in the hydrants having to be flushed. If you are                   
experiencing cloudy or discolored water, try flushing your service line. To complete 
this, turn on all “COLD WATER ONLY” faucets and flush your toilets. The more water 
you can move through your pipes the better. This may take 5 to 10 minutes, but 
should clean your service line, and  improve your water quality. We recommend  
trying this before contacting the Town. If you continue to have a water quality issue, 
contact Town Hall during public office hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm 
(excluding holidays) at 902-752-5311. 

 

New Water Meter Installations  
The Water Utility will be installing new water meters as part of our system-wide  
upgrade to improve water usage monitoring and service accuracy. Letters will be 
mailed out to customers to schedule a time this work can be performed. The work is 
expected to only take 30 minutes or less. If you haven’t received a letter yet but can 
offer a time to have work done on your property now, please reach out to the Water 
Utility Manager Robert MacLean at robert.maclean@trenton.ca or call Town Hall at 
902-752-5311 to set up an appointment. Thank you. 

902-752-1450          

Robert.MacLean@trenton.ca 

Trenton Station Fresh & Local Market 
For great local food and practical products for your home, this is the place to be! 

Visit the market on Sundays through September 28 from 11:00am to 2:00pm 


